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FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM THE SECRETARY 
E.O. 11652 GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (KISSINGER HENRY A) 

SUBJECT: SAUDI REACTION TO SCHLESINGER STATEMENTS 
REF: JIDDA 3632, 3633, 3634 

l.YOU SHOULD CONVEY THE FOLLOWING ORALLY TO KING KHALID AND 
PRINCE FAHD FROM ME: 

A. UNDERSECRETARY ROBINSON REPORTED PROMPTLY TO ME THE 
STRONG REACTIONS OF HIS MAJESTY AND HIS HIGHNESS TO REPORTS 
OF SECRETARY OF DEFENSE SCHLESINGER'S COMMENTS IN A RECENT 
MAGAZINE INTERVIEW ABOUT THE USE OF FORCE TO SECURE OIL 
SUPPLIES. 

B. THIS IS A SUBJECT ON WHICH THERE HAS BEEN 

MUCH PUBLIC DISCUSSION, AND I REGRET THAT IT HAS AGAIN 
BEEN RAISED IN OUR COUNTRY. 

C. IT IS NOT OUR POLICY TO THREATEN OUR ARAB FRIENDS. 

OUR POLICY IS TO WORK COOPERATIVELY TO STRENGTHEN 
OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS AND TO RESOLVE IN THAT SPIRIT 
ANY DIFFERENCES BETWEEN US. WE PROCEED FROM THE 
ASSUMPTION THAT THIS IS ALSO THE POLICY OF OUR ARAB 
FRIENDS AND THAT THEY ARE NOT CONTEMPLATING ACTIONS 
AGAINST US. 

D. I STATED IN RIYADH ON MARCH 19: QUOTE: I WOULD 

LIKE TO STATE CATEGORICALLY HERE THAT OUR RELATION WITH 
SAUDI ARABIA IS BASED ON FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION IN 
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AND WE BASE OUR RELATIONSHIP ON COOPERATION AND NOT 
CONFRONTATION. UNQUOTE. THAT REMAINS OUR POLICY. 

E. I WILL SEEK AN EARLY OPPORTUNITY TO REAFFIRM THIS 
PUBLICLY. 

2. RE JIDDA 3633. YOU SHOULD TELL FAHD ISRAELIS HAVE NOT 
YET RESPONDED TO OUR DEMARCHE TO THEM ABOUT OVERFLIGHTS 
OF SAUDI TERRITORY. WE WILL FOLLOW UP VIGOROUSLY WITH 
THEM AS SOON AS I RETURN TO WASHINGTON. MEANWHILE, 

HIS HIGHNESS CAN BE ASSURED THAT WE HAVE NO INFORMATION 
OF ANY ISRAELI INTENTION TO ATTACK SAUDI ARABIA. IF 
ISRAEL WERE TO CONTEMPLATE AN UNPROVOKED ATTACK ON SAUDI 
ARABIA, WE WOULD MAKE CLEAR TO THEM THAT THIS WOULD HAVE 
THE MOST SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES. OUR SUPPORT FOR THE 
KINGDOM'S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY IS UNDIMINISHED AND AS 
FIRM AS EVER 

3. FINALLY YOU SHOULD CALL TO FAHD'S ATTENTION FOLLOW- 
ING EXTRACT FROM MY SPEECH DURING OPENING PUBLIC SESSION 
OF CENTO CONFERENCE IN ANKARA MAY 22: 

QUOTE: THE CHALLENGE TO DIPLOMACY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
IS TO ACHIEVE AGREEMENT AMONG THE PARTIES THAT WILL 
ASSURE THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, SECURITY, AND RIGHT 
TO NATIONAL EXISTENCE OF ALL THE STATES OF THE REGION 
AND THAT WILL BE SEEN TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE LEGITIMATE 
INTERESTS OF ALL ITS PEOPLES. SINCE THE SUSPENSION OF 
NEGOTIATIONS IN MARCH, WE HAVE REVIEWED THE VARIOUS 
APPROACHES OF ASSISTING THE PARTIES TO CONTINUE THEIR 
PROGRESS. OUR REASSESSMENT IS STILL UNDER WAY. BUT 
WE ARE CONVINCED THAT THE PRESENT STALEMATE MUST NOT BE 
ALLOWED TO CONTINUE. THE UNITED STATES HAS EVERY 
INTENTION OF REMAINING ACTIVELY INVOLVED; WE SHALT. 

PROMOTE PRACTICAL PROGRESS TOWARD A JUST AND 
DURABLE PEACE PURSUANT TO SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 
242 AND 338. UNQUOTE. 
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